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A new opportunity… 

• Free Sustainable Libraries Initiative membership for all 

ARSL, MLA, and VLA Members

• Discount on the Sustainable Library Certification Program



Sustainable Libraries Initiative 

Launched in 2015 as a community of practice 

for library leaders interested in addressing 

issues related to climate change, community 

resilience and securing a vital, vibrant, and 

visible place in the community/on 

campuses/in schools for libraries. 
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Overarching Themes:

• Declining Optimism

• Deepening geopolitical and geoeconomic tensions

• Growing Sense of Societal Fragmentation

Top Concerns:

• 2-year horizon: 

• #1: Misinformation and disinformation

• #2: Extreme weather

• 10-year horizon: 

• #1: Extreme weather

• #2: Biodiversity loss and ecosystem collapse

https://www.weforum.org/publications/global-risks-report-2025/digest/


“Climate change is the single 

greatest threat to global health, a 

“code red for humanity,” and is this 

generation’s grandest challenge.”



Sustainability = Core Value 
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Sustainable Libraries

✓ Strong & Authentic Institutions that live their values out loud

✓Catalyst for Social Cohesion & Civic Participation in Communities 

✓Working on Climate Mitigation (reducing Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GhG)

✓Active Participants in Climate Adaptation (strengthening community resilience)



“You've got to think about big things while 

you're doing small things, so that all the 

small things go in the right direction.” 

-Alvin Toffler , futurist 



Triple Bottom Line Definition:

● Environmentally Sound

● Socially Equitable

● Economically Feasible



Growing Community of Practice 

225+ libraries across the country are enrolled in the Sustainable Library 
Certification Program

• Access to the final presentations of certified libraries 

• Sample policies

• Vendor list populated by libraries in the program 

• Practical advice at monthly meet-ups

• Stories from the field in our monthly newsletter



Benefits
Available upon claiming your free 12-month SLI Membership 



Policy Examples



Live & On Demand Training

• Library for Health and Wellbeing: A Strategic Framework

• Climate Adaptation for Library Facilities

• Sustainability Challenge: Month-by-Month

• Repair Cafes

• Workplace Wellness

• Beyond Lightbulbs and Solar Panels: Triple Bottom Line Sustainability

• Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in a Sustainable Library

• Community Gardening

• Measuring Sustainability in Libraries 



Custom 
CO2 

Calculator



Program Idea Bank



Vendor List



Climate Action Plan Template



SLI-ALA eCourse: 25 free seats

Sustainable Librarianship: Core Competencies and Practices
4-week asynchronous eCourse

• Gain a strong understanding of the “triple bottom line” definition of sustainability as adopted by the American Library 

Association as a Core Value of Librarianship.

• Have the ability to accurately describe operational decisions, services, programs, and partnerships their library is already 

undertaking that better position their institutions as sustainability leaders.

• Make operational decisions as well as design new services, programs, and partnerships to ensure their institutions are 

relevant and responsive in the face of the impacts of climate change using the “sustainable thinking” model.

• Understand the importance of equity, diversity, and inclusion in the context of climate justice.



Climate Action Lab

• Identify your region’s climate hazards

• Climate Resilience Brief for Administrators to help make the case

• Climate Action Plan template

• Funding Sources





School Librarians

• Partnerships & Community Involvement

• Leading Beyond the Library

• Social Equity & Resiliency

• Standards & Curriculum

• Collections



Free

• Newsletter

• Mobile App

• Webinars

• Resources

• Facebook Page & Instagram 

FREE FOR PARTNER LIBRARY ASSOCIATION MEMBERS

• Curated Resources

• Access to On Demand Training

• CO2 Calculator

• Vendor and Program Ideas

• American Library Association - SLI eCourse

Sustainable Library Certification Program

• Online Dashboard to Track Action Items

• Example policies, program ideas, and more

• Assigned Mentor

• Meet Ups with Others in the Program

https://sustainablelibrariesinitiative.org
20% discount 

for 

Partner Library 

Association 

Members
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