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A new opportunity… 

• Free 12-month SLI membership for all partner association members

• Discount on the Sustainable Library Certification Program



Sustainable Libraries Initiative 

Launched in 2015 as a community of practice 

for library leaders interested in addressing 

issues related to climate change, community 

resilience and securing a vital, vibrant, and 

visible place in the community/on 

campuses/in schools for libraries. 



Image Source: National Centers for Environmental Information, NOAA



Sustainability = Core Value 













National Climate Action Strategy for Libraries
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Sustainable Libraries

✓ Strong & Authentic Institutions that live their values out loud

✓Catalyst for Social Cohesion & Civic Participation in Communities 

✓Working on Climate Mitigation (reducing Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GhG)

✓Active Participants in Climate Adaptation (strengthening community resilience)



“You've got to think about big things while 

you're doing small things, so that all the 

small things go in the right direction.” 

-Alvin Toffler , futurist 



Triple Bottom Line Definition:

● Environmentally Sound

● Socially Equitable

● Economically Feasible





Proof of Concept 
• Field Tested with:

• Administrators

• Library Boards

• City Managers

• Library Workers

• Library Friends Group

• Community Partnerships 

• SLCP Current Enrollment: 
160+ libraries across U.S., Canada, and 
Australia = “real time laboratory” 



Benefits
Available upon claiming your free 12-month SLI Membership 



Monthly Meet-ups

• Learn from experts and SLCP mentors

• Hear from your peers

• Get your questions answered 

• Share your successes! 



Policy Examples



Live & On Demand Training

• Naturalist-in-Residence – coming up on December 18th! 

• Climate Adaptation for Library Facilities

• Libraries as Cooling Centers

• Monthly Sustainability Challenge for the Community 

• Repair Cafes

• Workplace Wellness

• Beyond Lightbulbs and Solar Panels: Triple Bottom Line Sustainability

• Community Gardening

• Measuring Sustainability in Libraries 



Custom 
CO2 

Calculator



Program Idea Bank



Vendor List



Climate Action Lab

• Identify your region’s climate hazards

• Climate Resilience Brief for Administrators to help make the case

• Climate Action Plan template

• Funding Sources





School Librarians

• Partnerships & Community Involvement

• Leading Beyond the Library

• Social Equity & Resiliency

• Standards & Curriculum

• Collections



Looking for Inspiration? 
Check out the SLCP Final Presentations!



Free

• Newsletter

• Mobile App

• Webinars

• Resources

• Facebook Page & Instagram 

FREE for Association Partner Members

• Access to On Demand Training

• Sample Policies 

• CO2 Calculator

• Vendor Database 

• Program Ideas

• Climate Action Lab 

• Curated Resources

Sustainable Library Certification Program

• Online Dashboard to Track Action Items

• Example policies, program ideas, and more

• Assigned Mentor

• Meet Ups with Others in the Program

https://sustainablelibrariesinitiative.org

20% discount 

for Association 

Partner 

Members
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