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CONCORD COMES TOGETHER

FRONT COVER: A collection of photos which highlight some of the ways the Concord community came back together in
2022 as the pandemic eased; from touring on the Concord trolley to enjoying a yoga class on White Pond.

BACK COVER: A vivid winter sunset reflects the energy and excitement of the crowd enjoying the annual Tree Lighting and
Parade in historic Concord center. Photo Credit: Jim Barbere Photography
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CONCORD FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY

SUSTAINABILITY PLAN
2021-2025
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LwE_EAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

LWVCC First Friday

“2229 Main Street, Concord: Take it or Leave it?”

With guest speakers:

Paul Boehm, Chair, 2229 Main Street Advisory Task Force
Terri Ackerman, Concord Select Board

Moderated by Diane Proctor, LWVCC

October 6, 2023, 9:30 - 11:00 a.m.
Concord Free Public Library, Goodwin Forum, 129 Main Street, Concord, MA










SATURDAY, APRIL 20
12PM - 4 PM D

=
ACTVATIES FOR KIDS
COMnTy

Concord Free Public Library
Main Branch | Library Lawn
129 Main St. Concord, MA

CONCORD PUBLIC
LIBRARY LAWN

129 Main St, Concord, MA 01742

LEARN MORE AT bit.ly/cccf22



CONCORDLANDCONSERVATIONTRUST
< Posts

@ concordlandconservationtrust

@DP Liked by concordlibrary and 27 others

concordlandconservationtrust Last week, the Land Trust
continued its work with the Town’s Natural Resource
Division and the Concord Free Public Library on pollinator
plants for the seed lending library. Participants collected
native seed from our Brooks-Hudson Meadow. We are so
grateful to work with such enthusiastic volunteers and
hope you get the chance to partake in the seed lending at
@concordlibrary q’-?* n
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The dreidel is a spinning top with a
Hebrew letter on each of its four sides:
55 Nun, Gimel, Hey, Shin. These letters
“¥°  represent the Hebrew phrase, “Nes
Gadol Hayah Sham,” which means "A
Great Miracle Happened There.”
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CLIMATE PREP WEEK

at the CFPL

"Wildfires in Massachusetts:
A Hot Topic"

Thursday, 9/22 from 6:30pm - 8pm
In-Person and on Zoom
Register at: concordlibrary.org
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Assistant Chief
Walter Latta Jr.
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CLIMATE CORNER

FALL 2023

The Library Green Team, formed in January
2023, welcomes the launch of the CFPL
Sustainability Newsletter!

In June 2021, the CFPL Corporation
published the CFPL Sustainability. Plan,
backed by broad community support. The
Plan was among the first formed for a
public library, identifying Concord and the
CFPL as leaders. The Green Team supports
the Plan and The Sustainable Libraries
Initiative (SLI). The SLI provides library
leaders with a proven path forward, to co-
create libraries and communities that will
thrive in the coming years and become
more environmentally sound, socially
equitable, and economically feasible.

Recent highlights of our efforts: the CFPL
Corporation contracting with GreenerU to
identify options for decarbonization; the
Library Green Team being well on path to
certification with the Sustainable Libraries
Initiative; and creating new partnerships
and programs for our upcoming fifth annual

he Workshop, the CFPL’s new

makerspace, launched June 10

and holds workshops including |

asustainability-focused g
program once amonth. A Library of
Things has been added to include
knitting, weaving, and tech-focused
items.

ZERO WASTE UPDATES

Refuse - the Main Library added a new bottle-
filling water fountain on the main floor for use
by the public, and inline water filtering
systems in both staff break rooms to replace
use of bottled water and water coolers,

Reduce - the Library is no longer offering
paper receipts (unless requested), and now
uses recyclable paper for receipts. The CFPL
has offset the equivalent of 83,333 pages of
paper consumption to date.

Reuse - the Library offers other Town
departments, libraries, and local nonprofits
any unneeded office furniture.

Recycle - the Library streamlined containers
and signage on trash and recycling bins. The
Library also contracts to recycle surplus
technology and media twice a year.

Rot - the Library recently started a staff

composting pilot project to compost food

waste in staff break rooms at both locations.
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CLIMATE CORNER

WINTER 2024

In December, the Friends of the Library
held their annual Holiday Book Sale and this
year they made a record-breaking $18,058!
This would not be possible without the high
quality donated items they receive from
the community so they are thankful for
everyone who has donated. The annual
book sales are truly community reusing and
recycling at its finest!

The Library is currently preparing for our
Winter Seed Sow programs. The gallon jugs
(pictured below) will become mini
greenhouses on 1/7 at Verrill Farm and on
1/20 at the Fowler Branch with Lady Fern
Farm (see page two for more event details).
Thanks to generous donations from
Concord Teacakes and Saltbox Kitchen we
are well on our way, but we will happily
accept your donations of clear gallon jugs
at Fowler! This is a great way to grow native
plants from seed which promotes
biodiversity and helps out local pollinators
once the plants are in the ground.

b ot sure what to do with your ~ ©
3 post-holiday waste? Make 4
: sure to check the MA 1

: Recyclopedia for tips. Did
: you know that wreaths, garlands, and any
+ cards or gift bags with glitter should go in

. the trash and not the recycling/compost? -«

ZERO WASTE UPDATES

Refuse - for the Main Library’s 150th
anniversary celebration and for staff day, the
Library refused plasticware when serving

food and chose compostable options instead

Reduce - the Library has offset the
equivalent of 83,333 total standard pages of
paper consumption since joining the
PrintReleaf Exchange in August.

Reuse - the Reference Department is
collecting used bubble mailers to reuse when
sending items out on interlibrary loan

Recycle - the Children’s Library has
partnered with the CCHS Sunrise Club to
collect #6 plastics for the Sunrise Club to use
in activities. First up is making shrinky dinks!

Rot - in our time composting with Black Earth,
the Library has diverted 132 pounds of trash
from landfills.






FY2024

Town Manager’s Proposed Budget E

For the Fiscal Year
July 1, 2023 - June 30,2024
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Concord Free Public Library Collection Development Policy
excerpts below, full policy linked on last slide

Scope of Collection

The Library seeks to develop an outstanding collection for a diverse population within the
constraints of budget allocations and shelf space and taking into consideration the availability of
network transfer, interlibrary loan or online sources. It strives to provide materials in a variety of
formats for a variety of audiences, reflecting multiple perspectives. The collection contains a wide
range of popular and classic fiction for children, young adults, and adults, as well as non-fiction
materials, covering a wide range of subjects. There are smaller collections in world languages, in

both print and audiovisual. The collection is designed to meet the interests and information needs
of the community.

Collection Maintenance/Replacements/Deselection/Weeding/Discarding

Treatment and repair decisions will reflect an item’s frequency of use, structural soundness, and
importance or uniqueness to both the Concord Free Public Library and the Minuteman Library
Network.

In the interest of sustainability, whenever it is possible, items withdrawn from the collection will be
donated, recycled, reused, or repurposed.






The Library Staff Green Team and Library staff have been actively engaged throughout the

Sustainable Libraries Initiative certification process and look forward to continued learning
and sharing with the community. Ideas for our continuing work towards Triple Bottom Line
sustainability in the future include:

Annual Tree Seedling giveaway

Biannual Climate Festival

Climate Corner newsletter expansion to be sustainability information hub for Concord
Continue toward meeting GHG reduction targets and goal of net zero emissions
Continue with programs and events that focus on sustainability

Continue integrating zero waste into our organization

Continue learning and raising awareness in our community



Resource Links

Concord Free Public Library Collection Development Policy

Concord Free Public Library Corporation Sustainability Plan

Homegrown National Park

Homegrown National Park Pollinator Map

Seed Lending Library at the Fowler Branch

Sustainability Libraries Initiative

Sustainability Libraries Certification

Town Report Concord Massachusetts 2022



https://concordlibrary.org/uploads/pages/doc/CFPL_Collection_Development_Policy_Oct2023.pdf
https://concordlibrary.org/uploads/pages/doc/cfpl_SUSTAINABILITYPLAN2021to2025.pdf
https://homegrownnationalpark.org/
https://map.homegrownnationalpark.org/?_gl=1*10xvwzp*_ga*MjAyNzE3MjY1Ni4xNjgyNTI0NDk4*_ga_ZTP4KEPKJH*MTcwOTE1MDY2Ny42LjEuMTcwOTE1MDc1MS41Mi4wLjA.
https://concordlibrary.org/borrow/library-of-things/concord-seed-lending-library/how-it-works
https://www.sustainablelibrariesinitiative.org/
https://www.sustainablelibrariesinitiative.org/about-us/program-faq
https://concordma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/45467/2022_Annual-Report_Town-of-Concord_FINAL?bidId=

