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Who we are
● On the land of the Kumeyaay
● 1 of 23 CSU campuses
● HSI and AANAPISI serving institution
● R1
● SDSU Fall 2024 enrollment:

○ 38,396 Students
■ 18,982 Undergrads
■ 2823 Grads

● SDSU Library employees:
○ MPP: 4
○ Faculty: 33
○ Staff: 34
○ IT: 12

● Annual visits: 2.06 million
● Library Collection: 

○ 1.8 million electronic items; 
○ 1,931,328 physical items

References: 
https://asir.sdsu.edu/enrollment-data/enrollment-
summary-data-table/
https://library.sdsu.edu/about

https://asir.sdsu.edu/enrollment-data/enrollment-summary-data-table/
https://asir.sdsu.edu/enrollment-data/enrollment-summary-data-table/
https://library.sdsu.edu/about


Land Acknowledgement

For millennia, the Kumeyaay people have been a part of this land. 
This land has nourished, healed, protected and embraced them for 

many generations in a relationship of balance and harmony. 
As members of the San Diego State University community, we 

acknowledge this legacy. We promote this balance and harmony. 
We find inspiration from this land, the land of the Kumeyaay.



Engaging with the SDGs in the SDSU Library



SDG Poster Exhibit

Examples of the SDSU Library UN SDG poster exhibit

https://archive.org/details/un-sdg-sdsu-posters-2/mode/2up


Why the SLCP?
● Benchmark activities in the 

SDSU Library regarding 
sustainability

● Increase commitment to the 
triple bottom line
○ Environmental 

stewardship
○ Economic feasibility
○ Social equity

● Why is it important?
○ ALA core value
○ SDSU Library core value
○ SDSU 2025 CAP
○ AASHE goals
○ UN SDG targets



Library Engagement  
and Buy-In
● SDSU Library Sustainability LibGuide
● Sustainability Policy
● Monthly Newsletter

○ Monthly challenge
○ Book recommendations
○ Sustainability initiatives

● Daily Wellness Walks
● Campus composting & recycling
● Low entry workshops

○ T-shirts-to-Totes
○ Sustainable Holiday Gift-Wrapping
○ Digital Declutter

https://libguides.sdsu.edu/SDSULibrarySustainability
https://libguides.sdsu.edu/SDSULibrarySustainability/Policies
https://libguides.sdsu.edu/SDSULibrarySustainability/Newsletters
https://libguides.sdsu.edu/SDSULibrarySustainability/Workshops


Community Engagement
● SDSU Library’s Strategic Plan 
● Sustainability Policy
● Collaboration with San Diego Circuit on the Information Issues for 

Social Impact Team focusing on community health and climate 
resiliency 

● Digital Humanities Initiative
● Digital Collections  - digitizing important collections of physical 

document of cultural and historical importance to Oaxaca, Mexico
● Special Collections and University Archives
● “Comics for K-12 Educators” to demonstrate how to use comics to 

promote literacy and engagement.
● Library faculty white paper proposing strategic master plan for 

the SDSU Library of the Future
● Banned Books Week SDSU Student Readout
● Partnership with One Book One San Diego program promoting 

youth and adult literacy 



Social Well-Being
● Citizen Science educational programs promote 

health equality, biodiversity, and conservation 
● Banned Books Week Read Out and activities for 

community resilience
● Archives Cartoneras workshop
● SDSU Sustainability Summit
● Digital declutter workshops
● Pick-me-up kits for checkout
● Annual survey of  student opinion on 

sustainability
● Library Green Team monthly newsletter 

promotes activities like the Library Daily 
Wellness Walk and Campus Virtual Yoga

● Library Reading Hour to promote literacy and 
community through reading together.

● San Diego Circuit Employee Webinars on 
libraries and climate resilience and 
environmental justice

● Develop social capital and academic readiness 
with workshops supporting first generation 
students, information literacy, data 
management, and financial literacy.



Financial Sustainability
● Ongoing library budget and collection budget 

analysis and revision
● Sustainable collection spending, donor 

engagement, and strategic partnerships
● Diverse funding streams and maximum resource 

access. 
● Partners - bookstore, instructional technology, 

publishers on open access textbooks/ secure 
open access agreements to impact 
affordability/access.

● Less reliance on traditional budget allocations 
increases financial stability, resilience, and 
sustainability.



Collections & Services
● Sustainable interlibrary services and agreements
● Just-in-time replaces just-in-case selection model 

when possible
● Space/cost-saving analysis informs materials digital 

versions use/deaccession. 
● Associate Dean for Collections, Content Organization, 

and Access
● Statewide California Electronic Library Consortium 

(SCELC) Shared Print/GreenGlass assessment 
informs holdings decisions 

● Preservation task force study on sustainable 
policies/procedures

● Ongoing comparative academic libraries hours 
analysis

● Identifying channels for interagency transfer of books 
out of scope for the library 



Organizational Commitment
● Associated Students Green Love student org
● President’s Climate Leadership Commitment
● Campus activity in AASHE and STARS
● Campus Office of Energy and Sustainability 
● 15 LEED buildings
● 7 university gardens
● 100+ hydration stations
● Tracking library energy use  - all encourage 
● Library considered a sustainability stakeholder in the 

campus 2025 Climate Action Plan
● Sustainability policies

https://sustainable.sdsu.edu/


Benchmarking
● CSU uses Energy Star Portfolio Manager to 

monitor use
● SDSU campus uses SkySpark Energy 

Management System to monitor use
● Library has past five years energy data from 

campus system; CSU data not available
● Library will track its usage through SDSU 

Office of Energy and Sustainability
● Campus procurement office controls selection 

of facilities fixtures. 
● Renovations include retrofitting of energy 

efficient efficient equipment.
● Campus has an Energy Information System to  

analyze energy, water, and recycling data, and 
make it accessible via dashboards in Student 
Union, Storm-Nasitir and EIS buildings. Plan 
to add dashboard in library.



Education & Influence
● Annual Sustainability Summit, Citizen 

Science workshops, Sustainable 
Development Goals exhibit. 

● Workshops: Earth Day, T-shirts to totes, 
Sustainable Gift Wrapping, Digital Declutter, 

● Monthly Library Green Team 
Newsletter/research guide/book reviews.

● Library multiuse (Re)search Workspace and 
Sustainability Hub proposals.

● CSU committed to inform the public of the 
need for and methods of energy 
conservation, carbon reduction, and utilities 
management.

● Sustainability Librarian teaches information 
literacy classes in the sustainability 
program.

● Digital signage raises student awareness on 
resource management workshops



Resource Management
● Native plantings analysis of library landscaping 

with landscaper and Tribal Liaison
● Library e-waste is rehomed, disposed of, or 

recycled by Campus Logistics
● SDSU transition to LEDS, equipment set to 

optimal energy savings, prioritize EnergyStar 
rated equipment procurement

● Library makes bulk purchases of recycled paper
● Library facilities director monthly report to 

library staff on water issues 



Waste Management
● CSU committed to reduce landfill bound waste to 

50% of total campus waste by 2030, divert at least 
80 percent from landfill by 2040, and move toward 
zero waste; sustainable procurement; water 
conservation; carbon reduction;  energy efficiency. 
Campus Logistics rehomes, disposes of, or recycles 
campus e-waste. 

● SDSU has an advanced system to measure 
recycling. Each time a recycling or landfill dumpster 
is emptied, the contents are weighed. This allows us 
to measure recycling/diversion rates on an almost 
building level basis. A diversion rate is the 
percentage of material that does not end up in the 
landfill. This includes material that is recycled, 
composted, or reused.

● Sustainable Events Guide
● AS Green Love Zero Waste events

https://libguides.sdsu.edu/ld.php?content_id=75177634
https://as.sdsu.edu/greenlove/zerowaste


Transportation
● SDSU reduced public transit rates, carpooling 

and annual SDSU transportation survey
● SDSU Library GreenTeam publicizes 

opportunities to library staff



Future goals
● Sustainability Kiosk
● Include student representation on the Green Team
● High interest student outreach programming to engage students in developing sustainable 

practices in daily campus life
● Introduce sustainability literacy instruction through sustainability librarian classes or workshops 
● Disaster management plan for the library
● Library multiuse (Re)search Workspace and Sustainability Hub proposals
● Add energy monitoring dashboard to future Sustainability Hub 
● Research more about CSU energy monitoring
● Raise awareness among other CSU libraries of the academic library SLCP
● Organize garden/seed/agriculture library workshops for gardening and food security literacy
● Continue to work toward vending misers with campus partners for library vending machines 
● Explore Campus Logistics e-waste recycling practices



Thank You
The SDSU Library Sustainability Committee

lib-greenteam@sdsu.edu

Sustainability in the SDSU Library
https://libguides.sdsu.edu/SDSULibrarySustainability

mailto:lib-greenteam@sdsu.edu
https://libguides.sdsu.edu/SDSULibrarySustainability
https://libguides.sdsu.edu/SDSULibrarySustainability

