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22 ye󰈀󰈸󰈼 󰇽s a N󰇳󰉎P󰈠 Edu󰇹󰈀󰉄󰈢r

2n󰇷 󰉙e󰈀r 󰇽󰈻 a L󰈎󰇻r󰇽󰈸i󰈀󰈞

Sma󰈗󰈘 󰉑󰈀m󰈥󰉊󰈼 
2 s󰇹󰈋o󰈡l󰈻 (M󰈠 an󰇷 󰈿S)



Pro󰈇󰈹󰈀m 
Ana󰈗󰉙s󰈎󰈻

Bel󰈡󰉒 󰉗󰇽󰈼ic/Bas󰈎󰇹 󰈏󰈞 al󰈚󰈡󰈼t 

ev󰈩󰈸󰉙 󰇽s󰈥e󰇸t 󰈡󰇾 󰉄h󰇵 󰈸u󰇻r󰈎󰇹

A c󰈊a󰈞c󰈩 󰉃󰈢 󰇻u󰈎l󰇷 󰇽 󰈦ro󰈇󰈹󰈀m 

t󰈊a󰉄 m󰈩󰇵󰉃󰈼 t󰈊e 󰈞󰈩󰇵d󰈻 o󰇿 b󰈡󰉃󰈋 

s󰇹󰈋o󰈡l󰈻, 󰇽󰈞d 󰇼u󰈎󰈘d 󰇽 󰇼󰈹id󰈇󰈩 

be󰉃󰉓󰈩󰇵n 󰉃󰈋em

Offer󰈩󰇷 󰈛󰇵 a c󰈗󰈩󰇽󰈹ed 󰈥󰈀󰉄h 

fo󰈸󰉓󰈀r󰇷



The 󰈴󰈎󰇼󰈹󰇽r󰉘 a󰉄 I.S. 303 an󰇷 R󰈀󰇸h󰇵󰈗 Ca󰈹s󰈡󰈝 
Hig󰈊 󰈠󰉎󰈋o󰈡l 󰇾󰈢󰈹 Co󰈀s󰉃󰇽󰈘 Stu󰇷󰈎󰇵󰈼

The Library at I.S. 303/Rachel 
Carson High School seeks to 
empower students to become 

critical thinkers, lifelong 
readers, skillful researchers 

and responsible users of 
information. By providing 
opportunities to engage in 
collaborative learning and 

supplying resources that meet 
our students’ diverse needs, 

we aspire to create a 
welcoming environment that 

supports the educational 
journey of every student and 

contributes to the overall 
success of our school 

community.

Envision. 
Engage. 
Educate. 
Empower

.

Mission Statement Vision Statement 



A1.1 - Dev󰈩󰈗󰈢󰈦 Op󰈥o󰈹t󰉉󰈝󰈏󰉄i󰈩s

This year we offered the library as a 
welcoming space for students who are fasting 
during Ramadan. By creating what the middle 

school students call “The Ramadan Room,” 
we continue to reinforce our commitment to 

fostering a supportive and inclusive 
community.

For example, in honor of Women’s 

History Month, we added a Women’s 

History Resource Page and an Autism 

Awareness Resource Page to our library 

website. We also curated a Destiny 

Collections and Carousels for our digital 

catalog to showcase influential figures 

and stories.

Fasting in the Library

Resource Pages and Collections

Autism Awareness Resource Page

Women's History Month Resource Page

Dev󰈩󰈗󰈢󰈦 op󰈥󰈡󰈹t󰉊󰈝i󰉄󰈎󰇵s 󰇾o󰈹 s󰉃󰉉󰇶󰇵n󰉃󰈼 to 󰉉󰈝󰇶󰇵r󰈻󰉄an󰇷 󰇶󰈎ff󰇵re󰈝󰇸󰈩s 󰇽󰈝󰇶 co󰈚󰈛󰈡n󰇽󰈗i󰉄󰈎󰇵s 
be󰉃󰉓󰈩󰇵n 󰉃󰈋e󰈎r 󰈢󰉒󰈞 ex󰈥󰈩󰈹󰈏en󰇹󰈩󰈼 󰇽n󰇷 󰉄he 󰈩󰉕󰈦󰇵ri󰈩󰈝󰇸󰇵s o󰇾 󰈡󰉄h󰇵󰈸󰈼 t󰈊󰈹o󰉉g󰈊 󰈏󰈞s󰉃󰈹uc󰉃󰈎󰈢󰈞, 

p󰈸o󰈈r󰈀󰈚󰈛󰈏n󰈇, a󰈞d 󰈸󰈩󰇽󰇶in󰈇 󰈦r󰈡󰈚󰈢󰉄i󰈡n.

https://tinyurl.com/303rchsAutism
https://tinyurl.com/IS303RCHS


A1.2 Cre󰈀󰉃󰇵 a P󰈹󰈡g󰈸󰇽󰈛

This year, I collaborated with a Rachel Carson High School student named 
Saneya to organize a school-wide book drive to promote environmental 
responsibility by giving gently used books a new life and to provide greater 
access to reading materials for those in need within our community. We 
successfully collected over 500 books, which were donated to elementary 
schools in our neighborhood and given out at school events to families

RCHS Book Drive - January 2025

Cre󰈀󰉃󰇵 a 󰈦r󰈡󰈇󰈹󰇽m o󰈸 󰈘󰈩s󰈻󰈢󰈞 t󰈊a󰉄 󰈩n󰈇󰇽󰈈es 󰈻󰉄󰉉d󰇵󰈝󰉄s i󰈝 󰈘󰈩󰇽r󰈝i󰈞g 󰈀󰇼󰈢u󰉄 
an󰇷 󰉄󰈀k󰈏󰈝󰈈 ac󰉃󰈎󰈢󰈞 on 󰇹󰈘󰈎m󰇽󰉃e 󰇸h󰈀󰈝󰈈󰇵, c󰈗i󰈛󰈀t󰇵 󰈑u󰈼t󰈎󰇹󰇵, 󰈼us󰉃󰈀󰈏󰈞ab󰈗󰈩 

p󰈸a󰇸t󰈎󰇹󰇵, e󰉄c.

Serving as a member of the planning committee for this event provided an 
opportunity to collaborate with middle school teachers from various disciplines, 
and allowed for discussions about future collaborations. Providing space in the 
library for students to interact with our visitors in a relaxed atmosphere, 
allowed for deeper conversations and engagement.  

I.S. 303 Career Exploration Fair - March 2025

This was I.S. 303’s first year participating in the program, and it was an 
incredible experience for both students and staff. Prior to the visits, we spent 
time reading Jasmine is Haunted by Mark Oshiro (I.S. 303) during lunchtime 
book clubs. On March 26th, Mark spent time engaging with students and 
generously answered questions and provided insight into what it's like to be an 
author. This truly was one of the best experiences we have had in the library this 
year.

I.S. 303/RCHS Lambda Literary LGBTQ Writers in Schools Program





A1.5 - In󰈻󰉄ru󰇹󰉄󰈎󰈢na󰈗 
Par󰉃󰈞󰈩r󰈻󰈋󰈏p󰈻

Bu󰈎l󰇷 󰈏󰈞s󰉃󰈹uc󰉃󰈎󰈢󰈞al 󰈥󰈀󰈹t󰈝󰇵󰈹s󰈊i󰈦s 󰉒󰈎󰉄h 󰇵󰇷u󰇸󰈀t󰈢󰈸󰈼 in 󰈀󰈸󰇵a󰈼 󰈡t󰈊󰇵󰈹 t󰈊a󰈞 t󰈊󰈩 󰇸󰈢re 󰇹󰈡󰈞t󰇵󰈝󰉄 ar󰈩󰇽󰈻.This year, I had the exciting 
opportunity to collaborate with our 
art teacher, Rae Powers, to launch 

our school's first-ever Ezra Jack 
Keats Bookmaking Competition.

Our collaboration allowed us to 
support students effectively, 

ensuring they had the resources 
and encouragement needed to 
bring their stories to life. The 

experience was not only rewarding 
for the students but also a valuable 

learning experience for us as 
educators. We are already looking 
forward to refining and expanding 

the program in the future!

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur 

adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor 

incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua.

EJK Bookmaking 
Competition

Jaleah's Artist Statement: "I often see a lot of hate. 
These words can be playful or a genuine dislike among 
people but can be heard in or outside of school. Kids 
often struggle to regulate their emotions and don’t 
realize how much their behavior can affect the mental 
state of others. I structured my book around the waves of 
emotion that consume the receiver, emotions that they 
often keep bottled up."

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/12njnFbIXNx7AG2HWkOG8I5Neg4xO0qiS?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/12njnFbIXNx7AG2HWkOG8I5Neg4xO0qiS?usp=sharing


B.1 - 󰉑ur󰈀󰉃󰇵󰇶 Col󰈗󰈩󰇸t󰈏o󰈝󰈼
Pro󰉏󰈎󰇶󰇵 ac󰇹󰈩󰈼s 󰉃󰈢 a 󰇸󰉉r󰇽󰉃e󰇶 c󰈡󰈗󰈘󰇵c󰉃i󰈡󰈞 󰈢f 󰈸e󰈼󰈡󰉊r󰇹e󰈼 󰈎n 󰈚󰉊󰈘ti󰈥󰈘󰈩 f󰈢󰈸󰈛at󰈻 󰉄h󰈀󰉃 󰈹󰇵p󰈸e󰈼󰈩n󰉃󰈼 d󰈏󰉏e󰈹s󰈩 

pe󰈸󰈼p󰈩󰇹󰉄󰈏ve󰈻 (󰈹󰈀c󰇵, 󰇹u󰈘t󰉉󰈸󰇵, a󰇻󰈎l󰈏󰉃i󰈩󰈼, b󰈢󰇷󰉙 si󰉛󰈩, 󰈈󰇵n󰇷e󰈹, s󰈩󰉕󰉊a󰈘󰈎t󰉘, 󰈦󰈢li󰉃󰈎󰇸s, 󰈸󰇵󰈘ig󰈎󰈢󰈝, e󰉄c.)

I.S. 303/RCHS 
Collection Data

We have curated a number of Destiny 
Collections and Carousels for our digital catalog 
that showcase influential figures and stories. We 

will continue to create, update and advertise 
collections and digital resources as the year 

progresses. 

Also included is our most recent collection 
analysis, which highlights how we are 

continuously working to update our collection and 
raise the average age to make our titles more 

current and contemporary. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1d9wGBtLA4aRLydkpWkzG0nQE03dDX_xw3YQWGu894t4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1d9wGBtLA4aRLydkpWkzG0nQE03dDX_xw3YQWGu894t4/edit?usp=sharing


B.2 󰈴ib󰈸󰈀󰈹y B󰉊󰇷󰈈et
Man󰈀󰈇󰇵 󰉄he 󰈗󰈎󰇻r󰇽󰈸󰉙 bu󰇷󰈈󰈩t 󰈏󰈝 a 󰉓󰈀y 󰉃󰈋󰇽t i󰈻 󰇸󰈡n󰈻󰈏󰈼te󰈝󰉄 w󰈎󰉃󰈋 d󰈏󰈻󰉄ri󰇹󰉄 c󰈡󰈗󰈘󰇵c󰉃i󰈡󰈞 

de󰉏󰈩󰈘󰈢p󰈚e󰈞t 󰈥󰈡󰈘󰈏c󰉘 a󰈞d 󰉃󰈋󰈀t 󰈚󰇽󰉖im󰈎󰉛󰇵󰈼 it󰈻 󰈎󰈛p󰇽󰇹󰉄 in 󰉃󰈩󰈹m󰈻 󰈢󰇿 t󰈊e 󰈘󰈎b󰈸󰇽󰈹y 󰈥󰈹og󰈸󰈀󰈛's 
vi󰈻󰈎󰈢󰈞 an󰇷 󰈛󰈎s󰈻󰈏o󰈞.

In February 2022, prior to the library’s reopening and the 
first major weeding conducted by OLS, the average age of 
our collection was 2004. At this time, the number of books 

in the collection was 6,555. We reopened the library in 
September 2023 and conducted our first major inventory in 

January 2024, with the assistance of OLS. This inventory 
also served as a second major weeding event, leaving our 
collection with 2,998 titles, and an average age of 2011. 

In the spring of 2024, in addition to our NYSTL budget both 
schools generously provided additional funding to purchase 

library books for a combined total of $7,000 and as of 
today, our collection now contains 4,104 titles, with an 

average age of 2013. 

Titlewave Analysis

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1O0YfdnivwJsnDmdH5yqA43WOO4FkjQ_V/view?usp=sharing


B.4 - 󰉍ig󰈎󰉃󰇽󰈘 Spa󰇹󰈩󰈼
Lev󰈩󰈸󰇽󰈈e d󰈎󰈇󰈏󰉄al 󰈻󰈦󰈀c󰇵󰈻 󰉄o p󰈸󰈡󰉐󰈏de 󰈩󰈫󰉊i󰉄󰈀b󰈗󰇵 a󰇸c󰈩󰈻󰈼 t󰈢 󰈗i󰇻r󰈀󰈸󰉙 r󰇵󰈻o󰉉󰈹c󰇵󰈻

The Library at I.S. 303 and Rachel Carson High 
School is committed to providing equitable access 
and resources for all. The library website has been 
updated in an effort to enhance user experience 
and accessibility. The site now features additional 
pages and sections to ensure that our patrons can 
easily find and utilize the wealth of information 
and services the library offers. 

Our Website Finally, there has been an increased 
effort to update our Instagram 
account and Destiny homepage more 
frequently. By creating content and 
collections to feature in these digital 
spaces the goal is to  utilize them in a 
more strategic fashion that will 
increase library usage and drive 
traffic to our other digital formats. 

Library Instagram Account

In addition to these upgrades, I.S. 303 families 
are now receiving a quarterly newsletter meant 
to keep them informed about events and 
happenings occurring at the library. The first 
newsletter was released in November 2024, 
and the second is slated to be released at the 
end of March 2025. 
Fall Library Newsletter
Spring Library Newsletter

Increased Parent Communication

https://sites.google.com/schools.nyc.gov/the-library-303rchs?usp=sharing
https://www.instagram.com/is303andrachelcarsonhslibrary/
https://secure.smore.com/n/hsuyg
https://secure.smore.com/n/nfcy9


C.1 - 󰈪ro󰇾󰈩󰈼s󰈏o󰈝󰈀󰈘 
Rel󰈀󰉃󰈏o󰈞s󰈊󰈎󰈦s
Dev󰈩󰈗󰈢󰈦 p󰈸o󰇿󰈩s󰈻󰈏o󰈞󰈀l 󰈸󰇵󰈘at󰈎󰈢󰈝󰈼hi󰈥󰈼 󰈀n󰇷 󰈦r󰇽󰇹󰉄ic󰈩󰈻 󰉓󰈏t󰈊 
di󰈻󰉄r󰈎󰇹󰉄, b󰉊i󰈗󰇶󰈎n󰈇, 󰇽󰈞d 󰇹o󰈛m󰉉󰈝󰈏󰉄y 󰈥a󰈹t󰈝󰈩󰈹s (󰇹󰈢󰈛mu󰈝󰈎󰉄y 
me󰈚󰇻󰈩r󰈻, 󰈘󰈢ca󰈗 󰇻󰉉s󰈏󰈝e󰈼s󰈩󰈻, 󰇸󰉊l󰉃u󰈹󰈀l 󰈢󰈸󰈈an󰈎󰉛󰇽󰉄i󰈡n󰈻, 󰈦󰉊b󰈗i󰇸, 
ac󰈀󰇷󰇵󰈛ic, 󰈻󰈦󰈩c󰈏a󰈗 󰈘󰈎b󰈸󰇽󰈹i󰈩s, 󰇽󰈝󰇶 ot󰈊󰈩󰈹 s󰇹󰈋󰈢ol 󰈗󰈎󰇻r󰇽󰈸i󰈩󰈼).

Library Advisory Committee: 
As part of the VITAL Libraries Grant process, I was responsible for forming a library advisory 
committee aimed at developing professional relationships between the library and the school 
communities that it services. Throughout the entire VITAL Grant process, we held frequent 
meetings in which we created a Mission and Vision statement, identified items to purchase 
that would benefit the students of both schools, and planned events.  Being a new librarian, 
as well as being new to the campus, the LAC pushed me to build strong professional 
relationships and identify best practices early in my tenure at I.S 303/RCHS. Committee 
members helped me understand the culture at each school, and were integral to introducing 
me to staff members and inviting me to participate on various committees. 

I.S. 303 Arts Committee: 
This year, I was invited to join the I.S. 303 Arts Committee by its chairperson. Throughout 
the year, we met to plan various events both for the students and for parent engagement. 
Throughout the year, the arts committee collaborated with various staff members and 
organizations to contribute to numerous events such as a Cookies, Crafts and Cocoa and 
Bridgerton themed tea party for families, numerous Spirit Weeks and theme days, a Talent 
Show, Poetry Slam and a Broadway Jr. production of Madagascar. The Arts committee was 
also extremely helpful during the planning of our library’s VITAL Grand Re-Opening event. 



C.4 - 󰈪ro󰇾󰈩󰈼s󰈏o󰈝󰈀󰈘 
Or󰈇a󰈞󰈎z󰇽󰉃i󰈡󰈞s

Par󰉃󰈎󰇸󰈏pa󰉃󰈩 󰇽󰈞d a󰇹󰉄󰈎v󰇵󰈗󰉙 en󰈇󰈀󰈈󰇵 in 󰈥󰈹󰈡f󰇵󰈻󰈼i󰈡n󰇽󰈗 o󰈹g󰈀󰈝󰈏󰉜at󰈎󰈢󰈝󰈼

Sharing Times 2.0 - April 2025 Issue St. John Fisher University
VITAL to Learning: The Library at I.S. 303 Academy for 
Career Exploration and Rachel Carson High School for 

Coastal Studies Celebrates Its Official Grand Reopening, 
Courtesy of the VITAL Libraries Grant

M.S. in Library Media Success Stories

https://mailchi.mp/bf0c701caff3/whats-happening-in-new-york-city-school-libraries
https://mailchi.mp/bf0c701caff3/whats-happening-in-new-york-city-school-libraries
https://mailchi.mp/bf0c701caff3/whats-happening-in-new-york-city-school-libraries
https://mailchi.mp/bf0c701caff3/whats-happening-in-new-york-city-school-libraries
https://www.sjf.edu/graduate-programs/ms-in-library-media/alumni-profiles/


C.2 - Ac󰉃i󰈡󰈞 Pl󰇽󰈝
Dev󰈩󰈗󰈢󰈦 an 󰈀󰇹󰉄󰈏on 󰈥󰈘󰈀n 󰇾󰈢󰈹 ac󰇹󰈡󰈛p󰈗󰈏󰈼hi󰈝󰈈 l󰈡󰈝󰈈 t󰇵󰈸󰈛 go󰈀󰈗󰈼 t󰈊󰇽󰉄 al󰈎󰈇󰈞s 󰉒󰈏󰉄h 󰉃󰈋e v󰈎󰈻󰈏o󰈞, m󰈎󰈻󰈼󰈏on, 󰈀󰈝󰇶 c󰈢󰈸e 󰉐󰈀l󰉊e󰈻 󰈡󰇿 y󰈢u󰈸 󰈘󰈎b󰈸󰇽󰈹y 

p󰈸o󰈈r󰈀󰈚 󰇽󰈞d 󰉃󰈋at 󰈀󰈗󰈏󰈈n󰈻 󰉓it󰈊 󰈡󰉄h󰇵󰈸 i󰈞󰈎t󰈏a󰉃󰈎󰉐󰇵s i󰈝 󰉙󰈡󰉊r 󰈻󰇸ho󰈡󰈗, 󰇶󰈏s󰉃󰈹ic󰉃 󰈡󰈹 c󰈢󰈚󰈛un󰈎󰉃󰉙. 

This page has been 
intentionally left blank
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Fin󰈀󰈗 󰈤󰇵󰇿le󰇹󰉄󰈎󰈢n

01
02

03

SLCP has helped me streamline my focus 
and give me a “starting point” to design 
programs and initiatives in a way that is 
manageable and realistic.  

The greatest impact has been in the way 
that I’ve ben able to develop professional 
relationships that lead to opportunities for 
collaboration. VITAL and SLCP have 
definitely helped me accelerate this aspect 
of my librarianship.

Students in both schools are seeing that the 
library is more than books. They want to come 
in and use the “other stuff” and through those 
interests, I’m able to gauge what works and 
what doesn’t, and where I can build.
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