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Year Two

Year Two

Holly Brown

Brianna Abad

Ayah Basha

Holly began at BHSEC Queens as a member of the Language and Literature Faculty, teaching Spanish. Two 
and a half years ago she became the school’s librarian and she feels it’s the best job in the house.

Brianna Abad is a Bard High School Early College Queens graduate and incoming Macaulay Honors 
College student at Hunter College, passionate about bilingual political organizing with TREEage. 

Hi! I’m Ayah Basha, a Year 2 student at Bard Queens and soon-to-be Macaulay Honors 
College student, excited to keep finding ways to give back and support my community.

People School Projects Conclusions

Librarian



 

Year One

Learning Commons 
Director

Year Two

Jeyka Rojas

John Dean

Rachel Ford

My name is Jeyka and I am a current senior at Bard High School Early College Queens who has been 
actively involved across the school community. I have a strong passion for making change and providing 
the sources that have been denied to historically marginalized communities. 

Hi, my name is John and I’m a Year 1 student at BHSECQ. I love spending time in the library, as well as 
drawing and bird watching in my free time. Currently, I’m working on making the school archive for Holly’s 
Library Science class.

Rachel Ford is the Learning Commons Coordinator & College Advisor. She supports Bard Queens students 
with writing and study skills, coordinates the in-house Peer Tutoring Program and Group Study Space, and 
advises students in all aspects of the College Application process.
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The vision

This year the Library Committee 
worked to create a vision and mission 
for the library. 

We used a collaborative notetaker (Google Doc) to draft 
some ideas and then craft a final version for this year. 



THE VISION

#BHSECQLib

“The Bard High School Early College Queens Library provides the fertile 
ground for community, creativity, and self-fulfilment  to grow among our 
student population. It is a dynamic space and program that adapts to the 
ever-shifting initiatives, interests and prerogatives of our diverse 
community.”

There are nine objectives in our mission:



Access

OBJECTIVES

Ownership/ Stewardship Action

Promote equitable 
access to all forms of 
books and  literacy, 
including media and 
information literacy. 

Assure that all 
students in our 
community feel 
welcomed and 
possess a sense of 
communal ownership 
with regard to their 
library and the 
resources in it. 

Empower students to 
draw on resources to 
critically think about 
the issues around 
them; to transform 
those questions into 
action in their 
communities. 



Sustainability 

OBJECTIVES

Learning Research

Cultivate a shared space 
where students can learn 
about our responsibility 
to the environment 
through books, 
collaborative initiatives 
with guest speakers and 
workshops. 

Persuade students of 
the intrinsic value of 
reading, of education 
and  the place of 
libraries in supporting 
their lifelong learning.

Provide a research 
and scholarly 
environment that 
encourages students 
to take intellectual 
risks and engage in 
independent inquiry.



Support

OBJECTIVES

College and Careers Preservation

Support students’ 
efforts to seek out 
additional academic 
resources and help. 

Promote an 
environment where 
students are able to 
learn about college and 
career pathways of 
different professional 
fields through access to 
information resources, 
guidance, and guest 
speakers.

Encourage the 
preservation and 
sharing of documents 
and artifacts from our 
community using the 
BHSECQ archive.



 

The vision

Our goals for the Sustainable Libraries 
Initiative reflect the School Library Program 
Rubric and our mission objectives as well. 

Domain 1 Teaching for Learning- Learners become 
independent lifelong readers

Domain 2 Build the learning environment 

Encouraging the  intrinsic value of reading, 
school and the library

Achieving equitable access and a scholarly 
environment



Pain PointsPain Points

Seed Library
Community 
Outreach

What Sustainability Means to us: PROJECTS

2 Clothing Swap
Community 
Outreach

Alumni STEM 
Panel
Green Jobs

3 Community 
Collaborations
Advocating 

4

Speaker Series
Enriching the 
learning 
environment

51

 Describe an obstacle your 
persona struggles with. 
Think about what interferes 
with their needs, goals.

Describe an obstacle your 
persona struggles with. 
Think about what interferes 
with their needs, goals.

-Ongoing invitations with 
speakers
-Wide representation 
-Support from the PTA 
and open to the 
community

-Outside organization 
collaboration
-Plans for continued work 
in the fall (air quality)
-student engagement

-Another planned for the 
fall
-Engagement with alumni
-Student interest

-Community participation
-Donations 
-Collaborations with 
student clubs
-Hopefully the first of 
many

-Workshop on starting a 
seed library
-Catalog of seeds
-Materials and storage
-Donated seeds



 

Digital Resources



 

Encouraging OER



 

Renewable Assignment



 

Team Vision Projects Seeds and Saving



 

Team Vision Projects The Archive

“Looking through old photos, documents, and other artifacts in an 
archive can be fun and nostalgic, but the actual purpose is much 
deeper. Creating a record of the past and present that is fully 
accessible to the public forces the government to take accountability 
for their actions. When archives are present, they can’t hide from their 
actions, deny what has happened, and gaslight the public, because 
there is a record of exactly what they have done that is available for 
everyone to see. Especially right now, when the current 
administration has been trying its hardest to censor information, 
whether through the banning of books, the removal of information on 
government websites, or the threats towards institutions of higher 
learning, it is more important than ever to keep a record of the 
information that the government wants us to forget. There have been 
mass firings, mass deportations, and gross power abuses. In a few 
years, I would not be surprised if the government tries to deny that 
any of this happens. But if we keep an archive, that will not be 
possible. By teaching high schoolers the importance of keeping a 
record, storing information, and not forgetting history, we are teaching 
them the tools that they can use to hold their government 
accountable.”  -J (Library Science Student 2025)



 

Team Vision Projects Student Engagement
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Reading for 
Pleasure

Reading Board

“When doing this project our group used our imagination, 
group work, and a pragmatic application of ideas derived 
from library science. The ability of our project to motivate 
students' informal and friendly involvement with reading 
was among its best aspects. Since the bulletin board 
allowed for student recommendations, it was more 
relevant and intimate. By providing basic book access, the 
little library box eliminated some of the usual reading 
barriers. “ A, Lib Sci



 

Team Vision Projects Speakers



 

Team Vision Projects Reuse!



 

Team Vision Projects Thank you!

Bard High School Early College Queens Library 2025


