
Park Early Childhood Center 
& Roosevelt School 

Lindsay Valentine





Why Sustainability?
★ Inspired by increasing “Sustainability” 

dialogue in professional journals.

★ Reduce the environmental impact of the 
community resources (laminator, color 
printer, copier) in the library, save 
money in the library budget, and 
improve the overall learning 
environment for students. 

★ Sustainability education also empowers 
students to become responsible citizens 
and future leaders who can address 
global challenges. 



          Ossining UFSD Demographics

Park Early Childhood Center
🌱 248 PreK students in 13 classes & 

367 Kindergarten students in 20 
classes

🌱 64% Hispanic/Latino

🌱 50% Economically disadvantaged

🌱 29% English Language Learners

🌱 13% Students with disabilities

Roosevelt School
🌱 318 5th grade students in 19 classes

🌱 68% Hispanic/Latino

🌱 59% Economically disadvantaged

🌱 22% English Language Learners

🌱 15% Students with disabilities



SLP Rubric

Below Basic Basic Proficient Distinguished

● Equitable 
Access

● Collaborative Planning and 
Teaching

● Assessment for Learning 
● Inquiry Learning
● Digital Citizenship and Social 

Responsibility 
● Social Learning 
● Staffing
● Facility
● Resource Sharing
● Administrative Support 
● Program Policies and 

Planning 
● Evaluations and 

Evidence-Based Practice 
● Program Advocacy

● Instructional Design 
● Multiple Literacies
● Intellectual Freedom 
● Teaching Diverse 

Learners
● Student Agency
● Professional 

Development 
● Budget
● Resources and 

Materials
● Instructional 

Technology 
● Climate Conducive to 

Learning
● Instructional Leadership
● Communication

● Reading
● Reporting

Teaching for Learning | Build the Learning Environment | Empower Learning Through Leadership

*Highlighted text 

represents targeted 

area for 2024-2025 

goals
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Inclusive & Sustainable Programming
Culturally responsive STEM challenges highlights:

Hispanic Heritage Month:
Students explored the cultural 
significance of La Tomatina, the 
world’s largest annual food fight held 
in Spain. To extend their learning 
through hands-on engineering 
application, students designed to 
built functional catapults capable of 
launching tomatoes. 

Native American Heritage Month:
Students examined the 2016 Dakota 
Access Pipeline protests to better 
understand the social, environmental, 
and cultural issues involved. Students 
then engineered a model pipeline 
designed to transport water from a 
holding tank to a cup, applying 
problem-solving and design skills.

Impact:

● Boosted student engagement 
and cultural awareness

● Promoted critical thinking and 
collaboration

● Real world connections

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/11Lv-yW7D5JXYANScp-SDT2OuFPEdwwxl13IeGXH6Uxo/edit?usp=sharing


Building-Wide Digital Citizenship

Actions Taken:

● Bilingual announcements

● Community Circle prompts

● Virtual assembly from 
District Attorney + virtual 
family evening event

Impact:

● Shifted responsibility from 
being a library initiative to 
school-wide program

● Created stronger 
building-wide ownership and 
integration

● Included families in the 
learning for at-home support

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1nEAeX2F3sDGVx_f2oSSRkJr7-sMIInbbDS45M74Poyk/edit?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rCTcPidt56sYiFIcR-yEOkR-uXTVBPgi5-vnPCAWNE8/edit?usp=sharing


Resources and Materials

Impact:

● Used forgotten inventory 
before buying

● Cost savings

● Taught students about 
mindful consumption

● Student-led accountability 
and environmental 
awareness



Advocating for Certified Librarians

Challenges:

● Delayed retirements 
● Leadership changes

Outcome:

● No new positions secured, but new 
library supervisor is supportive

Reflection:

● Still a work in progress, but the 
advocacy laid groundwork



Grows Glows
● Are STEM challenges sustainable?
● Expand access to resources, expertise, 

and support through partnerships with 
local organizations and professionals.

● Showcase student learning to staff, 
families, and upper administration to 
build awareness and buy-in.

● Advocate for Certified LMSs in every 
elementary school in order to ensure 
equitable access to high-quality, 
standards-based library and STEM 
instruction.

● Purchase of eco-friendly supplies and 
creative reuse of supplies

● Sustainability lessons led to classroom 
discussions (and bulletin boards)

● Students actively participated in reducing 
waste and adopting environmentally 
conscious habits.

● Reduced paper usage
● Acquired seed packets to begin 

developing a garden at Park School, 
promoting hands-on environmental 
learning.



Questions???

lvalentine@ossiningufsd.org
LINDSAY VALENTINE

mailto:lvalentine@ossiningufsd.org

