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Thank you for being here... and a huge thanks to
everyone in the Library who does this work. 

You are sincerely awesome
This slideshow presents sustainability work and collaborations at the Cal Poly Humboldt

Library as we worked towards Sustainable Library Certification. There are many more
examples of incredible work not represented here. 

 

https://library.humboldt.edu/about/mission.html#:~:text=Cal%20Poly%20Humboldt%20Library%20is,learning%20through%20curiosity%20and%20creativity.


What is sustainability?
What is your definition? 

Sustainability refers to the balanced intersection of social justice,
environmental care and economic dimensions. Sustainability serves

to connect humans to nature and each other in collaborative,
relational partnerships. Sustainability is a conscious practice which
acknowledges elements of intersectionality, systemic analysis, and
self-reflection. With a sincere reverence for thoughtful design and

development, sustainability work recognizes that meeting our own
needs must come without compromising the ability of current/future

people to meet their needs. 

Each one of us will have a unique perspective.



About the Library

Since its earliest days as Humboldt Normal School, Cal Poly
Humboldt has had a library. The original building was completed
in 1922. Today, the Cal Poly Humboldt Library has a staff of 34
plus student assistants and a collection of more than 562,000
books, 600,000 microforms, 25,000 audio-visual and non-print
items, and over 1,000 print periodical and newspaper
subscriptions. The Library also is home to the Humboldt County
and University Archives collections and is the only active U.S.
Government Depository between Ashland, Oregon and Santa
Rosa, California. Augmenting its own collections, the Library
provides access to resources throughout the world via online
databases, including indexes and the catalogs of other libraries,
full-text journals and e-books, and the Internet. 

The Library serves many groups as a CSU public space - students,
faculty, staff, alumni, community, and guests. 



Humboldt Core Sustainability 
Cal Poly Humboldt Library Mission/Vision
Sustainable California Libraries
Cal Poly Humboldt Library promotes teaching, learning, research, and scholarship by integrating
information resources with innovative programs and services. Cal Poly Humboldt Library is
committed to empowering community, lifelong learning, research and scholarship, connecting
people and ideas to inspire learning through curiosity and creativity.

Cal Poly Humboldt ILOs on Sustainability
In the course of achieving competence in a major area of study, Humboldt students will acquire
intellectual skills and knowledge of cultures, history, and the physical and natural world that will
prepare them for fulfilling careers, for thoughtful and civic participation in democratic society,
and to work for sustainable, just societies.

Equity and Social Justice – Humboldt graduates will be able to identify and evaluate the
systems of power and privilege and identify methods for creating diverse, inclusive, and
racially just and equitable communities.
Sustainability and Environmental Awareness – Humboldt graduates will be able to explain
how the functions of the natural world, society, and the economy depend on the resilience,
sustainability, and conservation of ecological systems.

Cal Poly Humboldt Sustainability Dashboard
Check out Humboldt's sustainability data dashboard managed by the Humboldt Advisory
Committee on Sustainability to see performance and trends over time. Learn about goals, status,
projects, and next steps. 

CSU Sustainability Policy
This policy is intended to position the nation's largest university system as a leader in the
teaching and use of applied research to educate climate literate students equipped to solve the
complex challenges of the world and prepare them for an evolving workforce. In addition, the
policy encompasses the tenets of human and ecological health, social justice, economic vitality,
and promotes the environmental sustainability of CSU's operations for our built environment.

https://library.humboldt.edu/about/mission.html#:~:text=Cal%20Poly%20Humboldt%20Library%20is,learning%20through%20curiosity%20and%20creativity.
https://www.library.ca.gov/services/to-libraries/sustainable/resources/
https://policy.humboldt.edu/institutional-learning-outcomes-policy
https://facilitymgmt.humboldt.edu/sustainability-office-welcome
https://hacs.humboldt.edu/
https://calstate.policystat.com/policy/11699668/latest/


Library Sustainability
Working Group  

Members: 
Morgan Barker, Sustainability Librarian - Chair, mew11@humboldt.edu
Bri Hagen, Discovery and Metadata Services Librarian
Melitta Jackson, Resource Sharing and Information Specialist
Avril Frasché, Community Member and SJSU MLIS student
Library Sustainability Research Intern

Facilitating thoughtful outcomes - this group utilized slow productivity while working on
this project, which included the use of meditative meeting elements. We sat quietly with
each element. The working group met for 2 years while completing the certification,
referencing the following frameworks: ACRL Frameworks, Intersectional Environmentalism,
17 Principles of Environmental Justice, Just Transitions Framework. 

Sustainability is nuanced - we considered: environmentally sound, socially just, economically
feasible - while looking at UN SDGs, true costs, Indigenous lens, climate resilience, equity
centering, and a kinship with nature. 

*funded by an ERFSA Grant and CPH Library

https://library.humboldt.edu/about/mission.html#:~:text=Cal%20Poly%20Humboldt%20Library%20is,learning%20through%20curiosity%20and%20creativity.
https://www.ala.org/acrl/standards/ilframework
https://intersectionalenvironmentalist.com/
https://www.ejnet.org/ej/principles.html
https://movementgeneration.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/JT_booklet_English_SPREADs_web.pdf


SUSTAINABLE LIBRARIANSHIP
AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

SUSTAINABLE LIBRARIANSHIP COURSE
ROAD MAP TO SUSTAINABILITY 
CLIMATE ACTION FOR LIBRARIES GUIDE

In 2019, ALA Council added “sustainability”
as a core value of the profession, adopting
the triple bottom line definition of
sustainability to ensure balanced decision-
making that respects environmental
stewardship, social equity, and economic
feasibility. As community leaders and
facilitators, libraries should be modeling
sustainable practices among their staff and
within their facilities.

ALA + SUSTAINABLE
LIBRARIES INITIATIVE



New Faculty Position
Sustainability Librarian 

AASHE 22-23 STARS Report 
Sustainability Librarian - Innovation C
Description - As efforts continue at Cal Poly Humboldt to truly connect polytechnic
work to student academics/research the University added an explicit faculty position
to support campus development on sustainability in the Fall of 2022. The
Sustainability Librarian is a new faculty position working as interdisciplinary,
information literacy focused support on campus, reaching all realms - from facilities,
to faculty committees, to direct student outreach, and community collaboration. 

Job Announcement Spring 2022
Sustainability Librarian 
Description - Cal Poly Humboldt has a long history of advancing sustainability
throughout the campus and community. Sustainability is a core value at Cal
Poly Humboldt, and encompasses, as detailed in our Polytechnic Prospectus,
a multifaceted definition that includes environmental, economic, and social
dimensions. The vision for the work of this position will be shaped by the
campus needs as identified by the incumbent's research and engagement
with the campus community and community at large. At Cal Poly Humboldt
Library, the definition of sustainability addresses broad aspects of library
operations: the physical and virtual environment, our stewardship of library
resources, the types of and manner in which library services are designed and
delivered, the adoption and use of various technologies, and how through
these we can better serve our library community. The Sustainability Librarian

is active in higher education
academics and research

from a Library lens. For
example, speaking at the

ARL 2024 President’s
Institute Embracing

Sustainability - Libraries
Leading the Way

https://www.humboldt.edu/polytechnic
https://events.arl.org/presinstitute2024
https://events.arl.org/presinstitute2024


Sustainability Learning Outcomes
(always drafty) A collection of ideas developed during sustainability workshops,
conversations and research - for use with Library sustainability literacy 

Students, Staff, Faculty, Community, Organization ++ will be able to… 
Sustain themselves - know, advocate for and practice their own sustainability

Rest is Resistance by Tricia Hersey
Identify and nurture their own cultural elements related to sustainability
See paths to other ways of knowing - traditional ecological knowledge, sustainable resource management,
storytelling, land-based education, community-based learning, environmental kinship, and more 
Have agency, garner a sense of hope

Field Guide to Climate Anxiety by Sarah Ray Jaquette
Develop advocacy skills to support community and self on justice elements, consider just transitions
thoughtfully, see actionable points in their own work/life

17 Principles of Environmental Justice by the First National People of Color Environmental Leadership
Summit 1991

Develop intersectional awareness
The Intersectional Environmentalist by Leah Thomas

Develop interdisciplinary perspectives
Self-examine positionality as a practice, utilize systemic analysis 
Identify sustainability and multiple components, within their own field and life 
Develop working methods that follow relational accountability elements

Fresh Banana Leaves by Jessica Hernandez
Navigate power and privilege in sustainability, freedom of information elements
Hold tensions of dualism, complexity, and nuance safely without losing resilience 



Humboldt Mentions
Academic Library Member
AASHE and SLI 
 

https://library.humboldt.edu/about/mission.html#:~:text=Cal%20Poly%20Humboldt%20Library%20is,learning%20through%20curiosity%20and%20creativity.


Campus initiatives have made space for greater library collaborations. We look at how sustainability shapes the work we do in
the following ways - from the forthcoming book (ACRL Academic Libraries & Sustainable Development) chapter (Sustainable
Learning at the Cal Poly Humboldt) 

Collections - Most recently, sustainability has been a thread in the development of the children’s and travel collections. 
Special Collections - Carly Marino, Special Collections Librarian, writes in a poster for the 2023 Association of American Archivists conference,
“The Ecological Sustainability Archive at Cal Poly Humboldt is employing just transitions for a more equitable and inclusive collection and
workplace. It looks at how our preservation and access policies are supporting sustainability in our archives. How are we documenting past
environmental actions to support future activists? It recognizes that the purpose of creating an archive is to engage and inspire research.”
(Marino et al., 2023)
Digital Commons - The Humboldt Sustainability Project allows for dedicated sustainability-focused content to sit in findable spots, and for
cross-campus utilization to take place. (Humboldt Sustainability Project | Cal Poly Humboldt Research | Digital Commons @ Cal Poly
Humboldt, 2024) 
The Press at Cal Poly Humboldt - The only CSU publishing house, “At Humboldt, we want to make a difference, and open access publishing
aligns with our vision for social justice and sustainability by reducing costly barriers to connect author and reader, teacher and learner.” - Cyril
Oberlander, Cal Poly Humboldt Library Dean. (The Press at Cal Poly Humboldt, 2023)
Makerspace - “The Cal Poly Humboldt Library Makerspace is a place where you can create and learn about digital and physical projects with
other makers and resources to support you.” The Library Makerspace is a place where students find reuse, recycle, and share as a practice.
(Research Guides: Makerspace: Welcome, 2024) 
Digital Media - The library of things for digital media production is vast at Cal Poly Humboldt. Students can check out equipment, making
room for money to be spent on basic needs and housing. (Research Guides: Digital Making: Take & Make Equipment, 2024)
First-Year Experience - Most recently, the campus has been dedicated to including all students in place-based learning communities (PBLC),
explicitly working towards a native focus on place. In 2024, the first sustainability-themed PBLC People and Planet was launched. 
Metadata - Bri Hagen, Discovery and Metadata Services Librarian, writes in a poster for the 2023 Association of American Archivists conference,
“Sustainable Metadata Values - Our collections support the mission of Special Collections and the University, we value the time and labor
involved in creating collections, we value the people, places, and objects represented in the collections, we value our role as stewards to the
environment, sustainability, diversity, and access.” 
OER/AL$ (Open Educational Resources, Affordable Learning Solutions) Sustainable Learning - “Cal Poly Humboldt's Sustainable Learning
Program is a campus strategy for implementing the CSU Affordable Learning Solutions initiative. This faculty development program aims to
decrease the cost of an education by promoting and supporting faculty in evaluating and adopting high-quality, peer-reviewed open
textbooks and open educational resources (OER), and other resources that reduce the need for costly textbooks.” (Research Guides: Open
Educational Resources (OER) Sustainable Learning: Welcome, 2014)



Functional Sustainability
Cal Poly Humboldt tracks functional sustainability at the campus
level and the Library sits within these efforts. All energy, food,
greenhouse gas emissions, purchasing, water, waste, and more is
compiled in campus dashboards. As well, this work is reported to
AASHE STARS and the greater CSU. 

The Library is home to water/solar projects that
make efficiency a standard practice - for example,
hydration stations, with local filtered water and
solar energy data collection, with additional solar
planned. 



Community Displays
Reclaiming Eureka’s Chinatown History, Humboldt
Asians & Pacific Islanders (HAPI)

Brian D. Tripp Papers, Special
Collections Exhibit 

Community engagement in this format reflect the stories and cultural sustainability of local populations.
These are representative of the many, many displays that end up being presented at the Library, sincerely
supportive of sustainability concepts. 



Sustainable Learning OER/AL$
This program is funded by the CSU AL$ Affordable Learning Solutions

grant. Student outreach and faculty professional development helps to
impact access and basic needs. 

OER/AL$ Reserves + Bookstore Collaboration 23-24 + Student
Advocates - with Library drop in hours, supporting 1-1 peer to
peer consultations for textbook and material triage.



Therapy Dogs at the Library

Therapy dogs promote mental health
and well-being for students, staff,
faculty, and the community. These furry
friends help to create a supportive
library environment. 



Library Makerspace
The Library Makerspace and other spots are places for
reusable crafts, knitting meetups, and repair cafes. 

The Makerspace is an
active place to see waste
reduction in action,
prototyping for eco-
innovation and circular
integrations. Anyone can
practice sustainability
skills.



Skillshops on Sustainability
Open class sessions for students, staff, faculty, and the community. These sessions support
information literacy and sustainability across the curriculum, while integrating Library
services and collections. Snacks are always provided! 



Trillium Project
The Trillium Project is a Humboldt based faculty development program that
advances sustainability across the curriculum. The Sustainability Librarian
has been a coordinating member and facilitator, and fellow faculty Librarians
have been participants. With these offerings Cal Poly Humboldt is
recognized as an AASHE Center for Sustainability Across the Curriculum, a
program which aims to accelerate the infusion of sustainability content into
curriculum by partnering with institutions of higher education to offer
workshops and other professional development opportunities. 

https://www.aashe.org/partners/centers-for-sustainability-across-the-curriculum/


Collection Giveaways
Sometimes, pieces of the collection need to go! Map giveaways

happen when it is time, usually during GIS Map Day, when wrapping
paper and posters are relevant items. 



Librarian Field Trips
Curated, sustainability educational events for Library faculty is a regular occurance - we
have toured CCAT the Campus Center for Appropriate Technology, the Greenhouse, and
the Children’s Center. As well, we have been on a campus tree tour, out at the Marine
Lab for a retreat, and lining up with students for an OhSnap! PopUp Thrift event. 



Children’s Area and Lactation Room

The children’s area and lactation room support sustainability by promoting social equity, gender inclusion,
and student success. These spaces create a welcoming environment for student-parents and caregivers,
helping reduce barriers to education and retention. Additionally, they demonstrate efficient use of space
and model institutional leadership in creating inclusive, family-friendly learning environments.



The Hall of Simulation encapsulates several of the Library's most exciting technologies,
including our student-designed Augmented Reality Sandbox, Anatomage Digital Dissection

Table, FAA-certified GTX Max Cessna AATD Flight Simulator, 3D Digital Herbarium touchscreen
interface, Simtable interactive wildfire modelling system, and the Digital Wall. Students, faculty,

staff, and community members have access to all of this equipment anytime in the Library. 

Library Hall of Simulation

https://libguides.humboldt.edu/makerspace/arsandbox
https://libguides.humboldt.edu/anatomage
https://libguides.humboldt.edu/anatomage
https://library.humboldt.edu/flight-simulator
https://library.humboldt.edu/3d-digital-herbarium
https://library.humboldt.edu/fire-simtable
https://library.humboldt.edu/digital-wall


Open Access, Publishing, Mentoring
Author celebrations, publishing opportunities, content libraries, and more. The Press at
Cal Poly Humboldt supports open access, mentoring authors from on and off campus.

The Press at Cal Poly Humboldt
is home to the CSU Journal of
Sustainability and Climate
Change - an open access
publication. 



Earth Week, Every Week
Campus Earth Week Events - including more than a few at the Library! As well,
the Sustainability Librarian is an active part of events like the AI+Sustainability

Panel coordinated by the Humboldt Advisory Committee on Sustainability



PBLC Place-Based Learning Communities
Librarians are part of campus strategic efforts to develop community among

freshman-level students. Almost all students coming to Humboldt will take part
in a learning community. The People + Planet PBLC centers sustainability

concepts and has the Sustainability Librarian as dedicated faculty to support and
to be there for a dedicated week of initial welcome activites. For example - a visit

to the local Foggy Bottoms Boys space Jersey Scoop, a tour of a local, farm to
table ice cream and agriculture business.



The Zero Waste Conference is an annual campus event!
Part of sustainability literacy efforts, librarians take part in

the festivities - visiting the Recology waste facility with
students and the sustainability office staff. As well, leading

sessions like the Shitthropocene Patagonia movie
showing, where we give the opportunity to discuss how

consumerism impacts our own lives. These elements
support Library sustainability and contribute to overall

campus sustainability across the curriculum.

Zero Waste Conference



OhSnap! Library Food Drive 
and Field Trip for Students 

Connecting to this campus resource increases literacy on
food justice and economic sustainability elements. Basic
needs are critical to students and the greater community.



Career Expo and Clothing Closet

The Library acts as a third space and HUB
for many groups - career clothing and
information sincerely supports access to job
preparation resources, empowers lifelong
learning, while making connections
between education and employability. 



A Forest of Care space for
meditative moments. 
Audio booths for zoom
sessions, phone calls, and
tele-health appointments. 
The annual ideaFest! 
And grants to fund diverse,
STEM collections.

All at the Library!

And more!



Now we continue this living work....
The Library recognizes land and labor, in so that the work and information
contained in this guide represent living, breathing elements of life here at

Cal Poly Humboldt. We will continue this active work in ways that
sincerely, thoughtfully support social and environmental justice in

relational ways. The Library is not a static place, nor are our capabilities to
imagine differently.

 

https://library.humboldt.edu/about/mission.html#:~:text=Cal%20Poly%20Humboldt%20Library%20is,learning%20through%20curiosity%20and%20creativity.

